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First steps at IIT Gandhinagar 

After a harsh and tiring experience preparing for IIT JEE, I finally got into the IIT's and thank god it's IIT Gandhinagar. It's 
a place with really a distinguishable environment and activities but the most important of it is the "FOUNDATION 
PROGRAMME" (FP). 
 
The FP is a 35 days programme aimed to unlearn all old ideas and views, and start 'Rediscovering Ourselves'. Comprising 
of a large variety of activities, it doesn't leave any field untouched. It had many lectures from the fields of history, 
science, politics and social studies. 
 
Many NGOs also visited IIT Gandhinagar, spreading of awareness about "Being the change". Several other speakers such 
as Mr. Sandip Pandey - Social Activist, Mr. K.J Alphonse - a Politician and various others helped us to understand our 
society and encouraged us to become the change for our country's future. 
 
Many practical activities were organized, such as pottery, survey about educational status of the slums around and even 
visits to the most ancient Harappa civilization sites - Lothal and Patan. Even the concluding Function - EUREKA was a 
success as it received the most outstanding response from the viewers. 
 
"It was the most outstanding Eureka I have ever experienced," said Sanket Shah. 
 
"I truly rediscovered myself after the foundation Programme," said Ankit Agarwal (btech-13). 
The programme gifted us many things starting from fun and Friends to encouragement and hopes to excel. 
 
The Foundation Programme was really inspiring in all terms. It helped us to discover the talents which we all never 
thought we had in us and nurtured them. Besides, during this process of "unlearning" we all made some really great 
friends. 
 
The Foundation Programme was a programme which made us believe that "whatever may be the field, if we tried we 
had no limits to abide by". 

(http://www.coolage.in/2013/11/02/first-steps-at-iit-gandhinagar/ 

IITs open doors to NIT students for PhD 

Statesman, New Delhi, 1 November  

Third year students of all 30 National Institutes of Technology (NITs) will be able to pursue PhD programmes 

at Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) on the basis of their semester exam scores next academic year 

onwards. The decision is aimed at improving global rankings of IITs and ensuring quality research output.   

The IIT council at its recent meeting had given its go ahead to such a scheme and asked individual IITs to 

finalise the procedure to select the top ten percentile NIT B Tech students for direct entry into IIT PhD courses.   

NIT students may have to appear for an interview or an interview along with a written examination for 

enrolment in IIT's PhD  programmes, said a well placed source in the Ministry of Human Resource 

Development (MHRD), adding that this is the first time such direct entry into the IIT PhD programme is being 

offered for non-IIT students. So far, only third year IIT students could avail of such facility.   

http://www.iitgn.ac.in/
http://www.iitgn.ac.in/iit-video_foundation_2012.htm
http://www.iitgn.ac.in/iit-video_foundation_2012.htm
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.550974954969847.1073741856.139092996158047&type=3
http://www.coolage.in/2013/11/02/first-steps-at-iit-gandhinagar/
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